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No Sooner had I got over last years celebrations Xmas is here with us again and no doubt more hangovers, too much food and sitting in front of the TV.

Still that’s what Xmas is all about for most folk and why the hell not? 

Nothing wrong in that but I do ask you spare a thought for the less fortunate and here’s what I’d like you to do.

Everyone who receives a copy of Street Voice through their email box this Xmas I would like you to donate some food to the homeless or drop a box of choccies in at your local Old Folks Home or local Hospice.

For you who may not able to afford to put your hand in your pocket why not take some time out to spends some time with these people?

That’s all I ask is you share a bit of joy this Xmas.

Back to the newsletter I have asked some artists within the Rock ‘N’ Roll world to do some guest writing for Street Voice which I hope you like?

Thanks for reading and I hope you and your families have a Merry Xmas and Happy New Year. Stay safe and have an awesome time.

Love + Peace

Steve DIY

Thanks and Love to Michelle,  Anne Maria(HHS), Jessica(Girl Punk.Net), Blare ‘N’ Bitch, Franki Mattson, The Traumatics, The Misfortunes, The Itchy Tits, Velocity (Vulgaras), Kitty Kowalski, Texas Terri, Erica Nicholls, all the individuals, bands and labels that have supported Street Voice especially Tony Saunders(Step-1 Records), Nigel(Sick56), Jim(Loyalist Education), Andy and John Findlay(Calton 221 Defenders)

THANK YOU FOR THE SUPPORT

FEATURING

Texas Terri Bomb,The Traumatics, The Misfortunes, The Itchy Tits All Girl Punk Show, Rosco, Vulgaras & Guest Writers Blare ‘N’ Bitch, Franki Mattson & Kitty Kowalski

THIS ISSUE IS DEDICATED TO THE LATE BIANCA HALSTEAD

Remember Bianca Two Years On……

When Steve asked me to write this article my heart nearly fell on the floor. I mean I think about her everyday many times over to but write about it….especially so close to the day (Dec 15th). There are times that I still can’t believe that it all happened but I guess I’ll always feel that way.

Of course I miss rocking out with Bianca, she was my soul mate when it came to that.  Bianca was the perfect rocker to stand on stage with she looked great, hot, sexy, friendly, tough, sincere and powerful.  She had a powerhouse of a voice and charisma that was awesome. Bianca played her low slung pink bass and was undeniable the next super star waiting to happen.
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But there was more to Bianca than just that. All of her friends still talk about her, we tell stories that are not only endearing but also hilarious. Bianca was one of kind, flashing truckers on the road to cooking the best meals ever. She helped a lot of people get clean, stay clean, and just in general if you needed something or just someone to talk to she was always there. I just don’t know how she did it. She was certainly one of a kind (I know I already said that but we, her friends, say that a lot about her).

As time goes by I’m afraid this will become a distant memory for most. That makes me sad and kinda pissed off. Who am I to question destiny and fate but somewhere along the line someone or something fucked up and took her away too soon.

Her energy lives on with all the people she’s met and even in people that have only heard her music. That’s why people still play her music, that’s why I keep on playing and people like Steve will still mention her. 

Rock and Roll goes on and regardless of what people think about how we look, what we say or how loud our music is we’re all one big family. Keep on rocking, Bianca I know if she was here today wouldn’t have it any other way.

Blare ‘N’ Bitch

www.blarebitchproject.com

Kitty Kristmas

Christmastime in New York City is my favorite season.  Everyone seems happy.  Everyone gets sentimental and acts like a kid.  Everyone gets teary-eyed every time “Fairytale of New York” comes on the jukebox.  Someone asked me while we were on touring in Europe if the steam comes out of the streets like it does in the movies.  It does, mixing with the steam rising off the carts selling roasted chestnuts and pralines, and it’s especially noticeable with the chill in the air around the holidays.  December is not cold enough to be uncomfortable most of the time – just enough to keep you walking briskly from place to place.  We don’t often have a White Christmas, but the minute snow starts to fall, I run outside to roll in it and kick it around.  Blizzards are the best.  Everyone has snowball fights without killing each other, help the old folks and baby carriages over the snow banks and acts like it’s a day off school.

I think there are people out there who envision me decorating my tree with barbed wire, being the Uber Party Girl and having this “Fuck Christmas” attitude.  My life is actually pretty normal around this time.  It may be the only time I really feel normal in a way.  I remember I have family.  I make a point of spending time with them on the actual day.  I send out about 200 Christmas cards, and it may be the only time of year that I communicate with some of these folks, but it’s my way of saying, “Hey!  I still want you in my life!”  Some of these are childhood friends, relatives of my dead father that I’ve never even met, someone who went out of their way to be nice to me or fed me while I was out on the road.  Those are the people I remember.
I have to feel a bit normal, because starting December 1, it’s party season.  Parties three times a week at least.  Work parties, venue parties, band parties, record company parties, magazine parties, bar parties, house parties, whatever.  All with free food.  All with free booze.  This is where I get into trouble.  I know I am expected to be the Uber Party Girl and everyone is going to ask me why I wasn’t at this party or that party, but after about two weeks of it, all I want to do is go home to my mommy.  I think of my mother’s house as free rehab.  The last thing I want to do is be wasted in front of my mom.  See how normal I am?  It’s like being a kid – you don’t want your mom to know what you do when she’s not looking.  The weird thing is I sped past legal drink age eons ago.  I’m allowed, but old habits die hard.  Not only that, but I’m taking a vacation to Normalcy, and being sober is part of experiencing what it’s like to be normal.

I’ve  tried to assert my independence from the family unit at Christmas.  All attempts have been half-assed.  When I was married, my mother didn’t really seem to absorb that I now had in-laws who wanted to see their son as much as my mom wanted to see her daughter.  The one time I spent Christmas with my in-laws, I could tell there was a black cloud over the Mama Kitty household.  We would then spend one day with his parents and one day with mine.  Still, I think my mother was secretly happy when I got divorced, not    for what you would think to be the obvious reasons,  but now, she had me all to herself again.

One year, I tried to celebrate by myself and have a New York City Christmas Dinner.  I decided to go to Sparks on Christmas Eve and not my mother’s house.  Sparks has the dubious achievement of being the site of the Paul Castellano hit, which was the mob boss assassination that made John Gotti dom.  So I go to Sparks and feel like I have blood on my hands because I’m not sitting at the table with my other pre-programmed siblings who have the same built-in homing device activated by my mom’s big red button.  Again, I’ve long since sped past the age where most folks are expected to run to their mothers for the Holidays.  I thought by being a musician, it’s a deep-seeded way to extend adolescence and to have an excuse not to grow up.  In a way, my mother doesn’t want me to grow up either.

I am a sucker.  For family.  For the Radio City Music Hall Christmas spectacular in all it’s glorification of consumerism and glamification of the Nativity.  For ice skating in Rockefeller Center or Central Park.  Hell, you don’t even have to skate – it’s fun just watching them.  I once wen to the Aqua Grill which is on the same lever as the rink and watched a guy fly into the boards coming right at my crème brulee.  Even for the annual staging of A Christmas Carol, where I had the unique opportunity of seeing Patrick Stewart and F. Murray Abraham play Scrooge.  I love looking at the window displays in Saks Fifth Avenue and Lord & Taylor.  I catch a performance of Handel’s Messiah every few years.   It even starts as far back as Thanksgiving, when you go the night before up to the Park, and watch them inflate all the floats for the Macy’s Parade the next morning.  It’s so packed, your feet don’t even touch the ground sometimes, but no matter how many people are there or how many years you go, it just does not feel lie the Holidays without it.  I walk down the street and gladly come home with no change in my pocket as I give it all away to the Salvation Army Santas ringing their bells.  The bells and the sounds of hurried feet.  The smells of crisp air, roast treats, steaming streets and pretzels.
I’ve see The Christmas Carol they put on at the Theater at Madison Square garden.  The story never gets old.  The tree at Rockefeller center still makes me squeal with delight.  Tonight I walked by the New York Public Library, and they had a tree up.  I nearly got run over staring at it.  Lights are great and festive.  You’d think we would have enough lights all year ‘round, but fluorescent and neon does not count.  They have to be little filament light.  Tavern on the Green is just spectacular for that.  It is a tourist trap.  The food sucks.  I don’t care.  Have a drink, and go get chicken wings ANYWHERE else, but go see the lights if you want to know the meaning of Winter wonderland.  After 9/11, I “Heart” NY Christmas ornaments were everywhere – and I feel like having my entire tree covered in those and mirrored disco balls.  I also have little NY monument ornaments – The Chrysler building, the Empire State Building, a checker cab, the Flatiron building.  No where else on earth would having buildings hanging from your tree make sense. The snow is on the ground for the first time this year, and everyone is as giddy as they would be if they never saw snow in their lives.  I walked half an hour to get to a holiday party uptown, just to be out in it and enjoy it.  Even the shrieks and hollers of the children at the party cold not sour my mood.  Just buy them a BB gun, Mom, and do us all a favor.

 If it sounds like I’m getting all “Raindrops on Roses and Whiskers on Kittens” on your ass, it’s because I am.  These ARE MANY of my favorite things.  There is so much to experience and aside form all the parties and bars, there are the rituals and things that happen every year, the laundry list that no matter how many times I’ve run down it, I’ll do it again, because it just wouldn’t be Christmas without them.  And if growing up means I get tired of these things, I don’t ever want to grow up.

Kitty Kowalski

www.thekowalskis.com
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Texas Terri rocks and that’s why she is featured in Street Voice. I first came across her through Betty Blowtorch and checked out some material and wanted to do an interview for ages. Just as I was about to write to this cool lady herself then I got an email from her and it went from there.

Can you give our readers a brief history about yourself?
I grew up in Texas...lived in Austin, Tx from 5th grade til I moved to Los Angeles...my favorite punk band from the early days in Austin was the Dicks, I still love them...although there were lots of great punk rock bands back in the day during my "de-formitive" days...wild times! I had a band called The Other Guys and Puss & Boots (after the Johnny Thunders song) when I lived in Austin. My first band in L.A. was called the Killer Crows. One of my fans has put up a web site. It took me three years after the Killer Crows ended to want to start another band, but when it's in your blood there aint nothing you can do. Texas Terri & Baby Bird was born, but since that guy in England had the band Babybird, we changed it to Texas Terri & the Stiff Ones. The core of that band was "Demon Boy" Don Cilurso and me. He was my guitar player/songwriting partner/band partner for six years. We released our first record "Eat Shit + 1" together. Unfortunately we had to split up but we are still friends, in fact he played on my new record and four of our co-written songs are on it also. Evolution took place, I feel like more of a solo artist now so I changed the name of the band...the band is now called Texas Terri Bomb! There is a new record coming out in the spring called "Your Lips...My Ass!" It's kind of a Hollywood story. I have a new lineup that I really love also. Right now I have Derek Frigo (guitar) and Vic Foxx (drums) who were original members from the band Enuff Z'Nuff and T-Ray Love (bass)...they are all a lot of fun to play with and they sound great!


You're pretty much a Cult Artist in the USA and I've noticed you've done a 
few shows in Europe - what is your following like there?


A few years back, Texas Terri & the Stiff Ones did a full on Euro tour starting in England, then Scotland, Belgium, France, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, and Spain. We are especially popular in Spain and have been back there on tour twice since. We did quite well in all the countries. There were plenty of fans waiting for us and we did not let them down. We got a lot of press and respect on that tour. In fact, our cd "Eat Shit" was given 4K's in Kerrang and our live show in London was giving the highest, 5K's. I heard the editor had to call up the reviewer to find out if I was a boy or a girl! That was fucking funny!...Anyway, there is another full on Euro Tour right around the corner since we will have our new long waited release in the spring and I can't wait to get back. This time I want to include Scandanavia, there is a fan/record store owner working on that right now! I get fan mail from Europe all the time from people (new fans and old fans) wondering when we will be coming back, and it's all about the fans you know. I love my fans so much, without them I'm nothing. They keep my chin up. I can't wait to get back on tour! And I can't wait for everyone to hear the new record! 

There's a new album coming out in 2004 and you've had some excellent people like Wayne Kramer and Dave Teague so how did they all get involved?

And that's not all! The new cd was produced by Jack Douglas (Aerosmith, Cheap Trick, Alice Cooper, John Lennon, Patti Smith, New York Dolls etc.), guest guitarists Wayne Kramer (MC5), Ryan Roxie (Alice Cooper), Marc Diamond (Dwarves), Dave Teague (Dickies), etc. all joined in and I did a duet with Cherie Currie (ex-Runaways) on Thin Lizzy's "The Rocker"...
How did they all get involved? Well...one of my nicknames is "the Squeaky Wheel"!
I am just one fortunate bitch I guess! As far as Jack Douglas goes, he came to one of our shows through a tip from our PR girls, Carol and Wendy. They used to work with Jack. He loved the show, I got his number and started calling him, we became friends, the timing was right, he came out from New York to help me. He is fucking amazing to work with and I love him to death for doing this with me. As far as the guest guitar players, they are all friends of mine so I called them up to see if they had time to come down. It was so fucking cool! I had met Cherie Currie a couple of times, she had seen my band before at a Breast Cancer Benefit she was hosting. It was really cool doing a duet with her, we actually did two. She said I reminded her of Joan Jett! I loved that! She is a blast to work with and I hope we will get to do something else together real soon. I am very grateful to everyone who came down to be on the record. These are all people I love and respect and have always wanted to do something with, I feel so blessed! I wanted to make this record really special, something that I could look back on forever and know, that at least in my world, I had made rock and roll history with some of the legends I love! As crazy as the world is these days you never know when it might all end, hence I try to make everything I do count for my own satisfaction. Being in/Running a band is a lot of work so I have to make it worth all the bullshit and recording this record certainly did ....by the way, any managers out there that wanna help make rock history and some $?...get in touch you bastards!!!!!!!!!


How come the album is going to be released on a German Label and not American?


The German label will take care of Europe...the U.S. label will take care of North America...I am still shopping for licensing deals in Japan, Australia, and South America, but the U.S. label will be distributing there until that happens. I will be revealing the names of the labels in the next week as soon as all of the paper work is finished.

Can you give our readers any more information regards the album like lyrical content etc?

This new record is more high energy than the first record...it's always interesting to do "the next record". People always compare it to your other record(s). I really love my first record (so many people I talk to hate their first record, so once again, I am blessed) but felt I had to out do what I did on that one, after all it had been several years since that release. I did not have my partner Demon Boy to help me put this one together so it was a little scarry to more or less call all the shots myself, but I managed! And it was the first time I had written songs with people outside of the band and one completely on my own and of course I was concerned if people would like them as much as they liked the Texas Terri/Demon Boy combination. Demon Boy is such a great songwriter! So the first four original songs on the new record are the new phase (without Demon Boy) and the second four originals are from the Demon Boy phase...so it made a great transition!  And the best part was the day  my friend John X and I were mixing it and I suddenly had that feeling inside, yes, I love it just as much if not more than "Eat Shit + 1"! Fucking all right! As far as lyrics, lots of street savy, tongue in cheek, truth telling, hard luck stories of love and hate. Pure rock & roll!


You're going to go out tour to promote the album so what countries will you be playing so people can check you out live?

I will be "doing" the U.S. and hopefully the whole of Europe including the UK and Scandanavia (for the first time!)...

You've a pretty raunchy stage show with stripping so do you get much hassle off the authorities with Americas draconian laws regarding nudity?


Well, I realize that I do have a reputation for nudity. It was never meant to be raunchy or for sexual purposes, yet rock & roll does ooze sex on it's own. I rarely end up bare chested on stage anymore and I'll tell you why. When this "no shirt" business all began it was actually an accident, my top just kind of fell off one night. It was really funny to me how shocked the audience was and how wild they thought it was and how wild it made them! It was fun for me to see how easily amused my audiences could be, besides it was fucking hot up there on stage, and it felt so goddamned rock & roll to just take my shirt off and pour water all over myself to cool down, you know, like ALL the rock & roll guys do (but no one says anything about that, do they...). As our popularity grew, the press could not resist writing about that all over the world, thank god our music was good. I hate those bands that have to show their tits because their music sucks! So basically, I got tired of people expecting me take my shirt off. Our last U.S. tour really proved that to me, there were too many idiots thinking they were gonna get some porno show or something (I have nothing against porno or the people that do it (I have friends that do this), I'm just not into doing it or watching it myself, in fact, watching porno makes me NOT want to have sex, I think it makes sex look really stupid, having sex with someone is a very intimate thing to me). I would take them up to the front door, get there money back, and tell them to get the hell out. Then there were the cities where we got booked with the novelty acts with topless go go dancers whose music was terrible, boring! It became too routine for me, now I just do it when I feel like it...but believe me, it feels so good to just be popular for my singing and music without the attachment of nudity...the show is still rock & roll baby! And I am still spontaneous as hell! And I get more respect now which I love. My fans love me with or without my shirt on.
But to answer the part about U.S. laws, we'll that just meant I had to be creative so I started putting the TxT across my bare chest, my trademark. It was fun while it lasted being the wild thing with the tape over the nipples, defying the stupid U.S. laws! And when I came to Europe, it was grand! I did feel so free! People appreciated what I was doing and did not give a rat's ass about the nudity part. They saw the fun in it, the understood the rock & roll of it...there were no dumb perverts bugging me like here in the U.S...we'll maybe couple!
Anyway, that's enough of that! I say live and let live, but don't hurt anybody doing it!

Apart from the new album and a full tour to promote it have you any other plans for 2004?

Music is my life...apart from the new album and full on tour, i'll start writing the next record!!!!!! and do some acting gigs...and eat a lot of fun food!...and stir up a little trouble on the way!


 I noticed you've had a few songs in Movies - How did this happen and do you get any royalties from the songs used?

Well, anytime I have a part in or work on a movie, I take cds of our songs with me...I give them to producers/directors etc...My friends that make movies use my songs...my friend Cherie "Love Dog" Hubert is the gal that wrote "Prey for Rock & Roll" that starred Gina Gershon, Lori Petty, & Drea Matteo and was just recently released here in the U.S...Cherie had written a part for me but they cut it because the budget was so small but the director loved the song "Oh Yeah!" (from our first cd release Eat Shit!) and wanted us to perform it in the movie so we did. He was really fucking cool, thanks Alex!!!!! They used another song off of Eat Shit + 1 in the movie also...I just had a small part in an indie movie called "Hellbent" that is still being edited...they are using a 3 of my songs in it...one of them for the title track and the trailer...once again, "Squeaky Wheel"...and yes, I do get paid for song use.



I presume you were influenced in your earlier days by Wendy Orlean William Plasmatics with the stage show and the music. Would you say this was a fair comparison?

It's funny, most people compare me to Iggy and Wendy O. ... the reason for this I think is just the stage energy...I used to think they compared me to Wendy O. because of the taped nipples but now that I don't use the tape thing, I still get Wendy O. comparisons...as I've said before, I am very fortunate to get compared to such great people. In addition, i've been compared to Patti Smith, Chrissie Hines, Mick Jagger and Steven Tyler, not bad either! On this new cd, I have had a lot of Joan Jett comparisons which is also just fine with me!


So what have been your best memories over the years? Much gossip to share?


Oh Honey, do I have gossip! Unfortunately, I don't kiss and tell! I just had to delete a really big section of this interview where I was telling a little story about Gina Gershon feeling her actress rock & roll dreams threatened by real rock & roll bands and what she did...but I just won't go there, at least not right now. I am in the process of writing a full on story about it. I have a "Mail Waiting to Be Sent" file on my computer with lots and lots of "Hollywood" hate/gossip mail that I have not sent. I will compile them in a book and release it as soon as I get my band to "the top of the underground" success level. So until then, you won't hear a peep outta me!
As far as this last year, my best memories were making my new record, writing my own songs on guitar (never did that before!) and seeing Iggy & the Stooges 3 times this year!...Once at a festival in Spain! At that same festival, the Hellacopters had me come up and sing "Search & Destroy". I fucking loved that! Those guys are so cool.
Also, last year I did a lot of guest singing with a Stooges Tribute band called "Hellride" that Mike Watt (Minute Men, is also playing bass with Iggy & the Stooges now) , Steven Perkins (Jane's Addiction drummer) and Peter DiStefano (Porno for Pyros guitarist) have. These guys just love to play and they are pros...and they loved having me come up and sing with them. I learned what having real fans was all about with these guys. They get a lot of respect from their fans and I learned how to do that from them. And I got to see how it is to play with pros! What a treat. No music snobs here baby!

What will Texas Terri be doing this Xmas - Will it be a day in front of the TV and eating Choccies or out partying like a wild animal?


I love to hide out on Xmas day...I go home to Austin, Texas for a U.S. holiday of major feasting called Thanksgiving Day...so that takes care of the family thing. I go out all the time so I like to stay at home by myself on Xmas day. Maybe I will rent some of those happy movies that make you cry like "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof". I just love Elizabeth Taylor! Ever seen "Who's Afraid of Virginia Wolfe?"?



If you had the chance of 3 wishes what would you most desire?


1)An endless supply of money for starters. It would be nice to be able to pay a manager to take care of all my band and acting stuff, someone who could make the phone calls for me to set up cool shit for us and takes care of all the bizness and all the details. Ahhhhh, that would be so nice. It would free up so much of my time so I could do the things I want to do like play my guitar more and write songs. I would have time to learn Photoshop. I would have time to learn Pro-Tools so I could record myself and my friends bands that don't have money to record. I could start a label and hire people to take care of the label properly. I could travel. I could do so many of the creative things that I just can't do now because of band bizness duties. Ah yes, it would bring me freedom to live my life the way I want to. I could pay back all the people that have helped me out of love, like my PR girls at TPG publicity Carol and Wendy who have always believed in me and helped give me a push. 
And of course I would donate lots of money to worthy causes around the world which leads me up to my next wish.
2)I wish all mental and physical diseases to vanish forever! I have seen too many people die from cancer, aids, drug addiction, alcoholism, and insanity. There are too many diseases that ruin peoples lives. People should be able to enjoy their lives without suffering.
3)No more violence. I would wish everyone a great life and that all their dreams come true.


So what does one have to do to achieve a date with you and sweep you off your feet?

Someone who is naturally comfortable with themselves, who has a great sense of humor, someone who thinks I'm funny because I love to act silly! Someone who is spontaneous and definitly a great kisser! Someone that is passionate and caring. Someone that is smart enough to know that there are other parts of the body besides tits and pussy! It's hard to go out with someone in a rock and roll band so they definitly need to have their own life so I can have mine or somehow our interests have to really meld together well. Someone who's a giver because I am one. And they have to be fucking nice! I have no time for assholes! I grew out of one nite stands a long time ago to be honest. I'd rather be alone and wait for that special someone who's got the balls to be with me.

Are you a Champagne girl or a Shot Swilling hooligan?

Back in the day, I was a huge Jim Beam drinker...so just call me the Shot Swilling Hooligan! and I was good at it!


Anything you'd like to add?


I want to thank all my fans for being there for me, you keep me alive more than you know...and everybody go to my website www.texasterri.com and get on the e-mail list so I can keep you updated on what's going on/when we will be in your town, etc.
And, to all new bands out there...get a manager or a fan you trust to manage you so you can have more time for the creative part...I don't know about anywhere else, but people listen more if someone else is saying how cool your band is as opposed to you saying it yourself...if I have to tell one more bizness person how fucking cool my band is I think I will throw up! This DIY stuff is for the birds...anyone wanna manage Texas Terri? It'll be loads of fun!


Can't wait to see everyone...it's been way to long!


I want to thank Steve for doing this interview with me...it means a lot!

NEVER SHUT UP...ALWAYS WANT MORE!

Love Texas Terri
www.texasterri.com
[image: image4.jpg]



Many thanks to Texas Terri for doing an awesome interview – YOU ROCK!

At present I am looking for some promoters to put Texas Terri Bomb on in the UK in 2004.

Any promoter who would like to receive a Texas Terri Bomb Press Pack please email me at bighairbrokenheart@yahoo.co.uk



I first heard of this band through Goddess Diana who I bumped into through www.myspace.com and went on hearing the MP3’s from this band I had to interview them.


Who are Vulgaras and who plays what, how long have you been together as a band and how did you come up with the name Vulgaras?

I began Vulgaras 3 years ago with my drummer Goddess Diana. We have played with various guitar/bass players, right now we are having a great time uniting our sounds with our bassist Ameryka, guitar player Horus, and our newest member Synistar who plays both keys and guitar with us.

Alice in Wonderland inspired the name. I was reading the Encyclopedia for Magical Herbs I had just bought while watching Disney's Alice in Wonderland. She was in the Garden and one inch tall. The Flowers were telling her what hot shit they all thought they were, and began to interrogate her "Flower Status". Eventually they accused her of being a common obile vulgaris (vulgaris is latin for common) and when she asked what it meant they said "to put it bluntly...a WEED!" Like Eve she was then tossed out of the garden. The book I was reading at the same time had many references to herbs being "vulgaris." I find many social graces to be phony and lacking in real passion, so I have often been accused of being vulgar. So while smoking my pot/weed, reading about magical herbs and watching Alice that afternoon I had a synchronised inspiration. I altered the spelling to suit a more fitting numerological need.

You have an album out in early 2004. Can you tell our readers a bit about it and which label will it will be released on?

It is entitled Year of the Whore because our society, among others, has a real problem the benefits of sexuality, and women get the blame, while men don't know where they stand, and then everyone ends up afraid of the power behind sex. Ultimately we shame the power within ourselves by not celebrating it. We want to give our fans the power of sex without shame. We are currently working to release it independently, the project is taking on a life of it's own (much like sex does) as well as our new sound. Our goal is to get it out there by next summer.

Listening to your MP3's and reading the site you have a lot of influences but using them to create an original sound - would you say that's a fair summary of your music?

I would have to agree, I have a bitch of a time trying to define our sound, all I know is that it's a raw soulful Jambalaya of emotional brutality ... so far.

Your lyrics are pretty angry in places and quite rightfully so especially with "Your Children Are With Us" and "Mirror," which looking at your bio, are from personal experience so does this affect you at times when you perform live?

I feel safer onstage than I do off. I am taken someplace else where my demons are about 1 foot tall and like Godzilla I can crush them and the village they dwell in.

There's much talk that people who abuse children both physically and mentally can be rehabilitated. What are your opinions on this?

Yes, they can in my opinion, but it doesn't undo the damage the child has to repair. You can't unring a bell. Forgiveness is something I'm still trying to figure out.

Your live shows can be described as a mix of sex and horror - something not always readily accepted in venues - do you find it hard to get shows?

Not in New York City, which is primarily where we have played. We are eager to branch beyond the Big Apple, we have received alot of invites from the other states this year 

and are wanting to tour next year sometime. We have friends that have played Europe recently and are telling us it's perfect for us, that we could take things theatrically far without the threat of censorship. I think we would cum gallons if given the opportunity.

Looking at photos of your shows is there any actual sex to your act and if so does this give you any grief with owners of clubs with the laws?

We've gotten banned from only 2 venues, actual sex (penetration if you will) isn't in our show...yet, but masturbation, body piercing, fire, breast feeding a baby doll, my butcher knife, and genital exposure has gotten us in hot water before.

One would presume you are anti-censorship. Does it piss you off that authorities have too much say in what goes on and what can't go on at concerts?

Yes, because I hate hypocrisy. America is supposed to be the land of the free and in a club full of consenting adults someone is going to nit pick over my fucking nipple while I'm nursing a baby doll singing about smelling like daddy. Honest art is imprisoned in this country, commercialism has stolen it from us and has given us back a sanitized, safe, stepford imitation. It's depressing and creepy.

Have you ever heard of the all women European rock band 'Rockbitch' who basically stopped doing live shows simply because the authorities didn't like them having sex on stage and even their own label messed them about refusing to release their second album unless they stopped cut down on the sex?

I like their website but have never been to one of their shows, I don't know what they sound like at all. Whether I would be into them doesn't matter to me, I just love the fact that they are boldly going where women are told not to go. Also, I don't agree with censorship of any kind when it comes to performance and art.

As I said earlier you've all got your own influences so does this cause much problem as a band and do you end up half killing each other before you all come to a mutual decision on a song?

We are a very visceral bunch and rip out each others throats one minute and hug, cry or fuck the next minute. But as far as the songs go, everyone feels their way into it instead of competition.

The 'Orgy' t-shirts look pretty cool. Are orgies a big part of the band and if so where's the weirdest place you've had an orgy?

It's a side effect of our band and I suppose on shrooms any place can be weird.

Finally is there anything you'd like to add?


We would like to thank our families for making us who we are today... 

Thanks to Velocity for the awesome interview and for more information on this awesome band check their site out at:
 

http://www.vulgaras.net
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The Misfortunes are an awesome Rock ‘N’ Roll band from California and are definetly well worth checking out if you like a great melodic sound.

`

Here’s what they had to say.

Firstly for our readers can you give us a history of The Misfortunes and who plays what?

Adriana: Well I play the bass and sing. Mel plays rhythm guitar and sings backups. Madeline plays lead guitar, she used to sing backups but after we noticed her lip singing we gave up on that. Richie plays the drums. Well we all played in a band together before and things kind of died out for most of us so we decided to call it quits. And after some time we wanted to start things up again with a fresh start and new music. But I think personally these are the people I want to play music with, it just fits for me, and the rest just falls into place. 

I've listened to a couple of MP3's and you're pretty much an awesome Rock 'N' Roll band so why isn't there an album out?

Mel: We’d love to have an album out but the funds are low.

Richie: We haven't found the right person to record us.

Adriana: We’re hoping to at least record a few of the newer songs during Christmas time but you know how that goes, so let’s just say we’ll see what happens and keep our fingers crossed.

Personally I thought you sounded like a cross between The Ramones and early Blondie. Would you say this was a fair comparison?

Mel: yeah I think so I mean I grew up on The Ramones and Blondie just rocks.

Adriana: I’ve heard that one before and it’s a great compliment.

Richie: Yes, that's great since my favourite drummer is Clem Burke (Blondie) The KISS rule applies Keep It Simple Stupid.

So what kind of following you've got and what more well known bands have you played with?

As for a following, we’re barely getting back in the swing of things, but it’s getting better every show and as for a well known band that we’ve played with…none yet, just local bands.

Being from Cali and being in the scene you are is there much competition between the up and coming bands or do you all get on?

Mel: I don’t think there’s competition.

Richie: We just all get along it’s one big party

Adriana: Well I think some bands are a bit competitive but overall if you help each other out everyone gains from that.

I looked at the site, which lacked information can we see that being changed over the next few months?

 Adriana: Oh yeah I just updated it, we’re also working on getting more stuff up, pictures mostly.

What 5 bands would you like to play with the most and why?

Mel & Adriana: Bands that are still around? Cause we would have loved to play with The Clash, The Ramones, the Runaways and Face to Face. But these bands aren’t around anymore. As for bands that are still around, Social Distortion, Fabulous Disaster, The Distillers, Bouncing Souls, Rancid and a lot more but those are just a few.

Richie: The Devil Dogs from NY (R.I.P.) Cause they’re the greatest rock n roll band ever!

So what do you lot do for fun outside the band? Are you all party animals or prefer a quiet night in with a cup of Cocoa?

Richie: Play with my camera. A little of both.

Mel: Outside of the band, sometimes I like to go hang out at a local bar, shoot some pool and hang out. But there are days I just want to stay at home and bum it.

Adriana: I think everyone like pretty much the same stuff. Hanging out with friends and having a few drinks.

Adriana I notice your birthday is on the 24th December so Xmas must be pretty cool for you with prezzies for both your birthday and Xmas?

Well, when I was growing up my birthday pretty much sucked, it was non-existent. Being that people celebrate Christmas and are usually with their family. And I get that Happy Birthday, Merry Christmas thing, which I don’t mind. The past few years I’ve had nice birthdays, hanging out with friends and actually doing something, and that’s always fun. So they’ve gotten way better throughout the years.

What do the rest of the band do over the festive season?

Eat, drink and gain a few pounds.

 And for your benefit what are your favourite brands

of underwear so the groupies know what to throw at you?

Mel: Hanes Her Way

Adriana: Victoria’s Secret

Madeline: Boxers

Richie: clean ones

Anything you'd like to add?

Mel: Keep on truckin’

Richie: Keep checking up on the web site and spread the misfortunes to everyone!

Adriana: yup, www.themisfortunes.com
Thanks to The Misfortunes for the interview and here’s wishing Adriana a Happy Birthday for the 24th. Happy Birthday.

GIRLS THAT ROCK!!!

Share Ross from Bubble shares a moment of her time with us…

I HURT MYSELF!
I HURT MYSELF!
I HURT MYSELF!

That’s the opening  to the new Bubble CD I just received in my  mailbox this morning! And from there, the music punches you in the face, grabs you by the arm and makes you “kneel in respect” to the awesome guitar riffs of Share Ross of the band BUBBLE. Not surprising, Share walked away recently with the “Best Female Guitarist in LA” award for the second time in 4 years. I got the chance to ask Share to share a little about herself with Skratch Magazine, here’s what we got!

FM: So you just won the award for best female guitarist in LA for the second time, how does that hit you??

Share: “I don't ever think of myself as a guitarist so I sorta crack up at the thought of winning an award for it.  Even crazier is winning this award twice!

FM: What do you mean, you don’t think of yourself as a guitarist??!!

Share: “After years of being a bass player for lots of bands, I switched to guitar simply because Bam and I couldn't get a guitarist to play our songs the way we wrote them.The position ended up sticking and eventually I took it seriously and invested in a killer Les Paul and a nice stack of 100 watt power.

FM: Wow, that’s a lot of power! You are such an incredible player and performer, how would you describe your playing style to our readers??

Share: “As for my style of playing?  I just lay it down with a wicked sense of rhythm and I play very passionately.  I only play guitar so I can play the songs we write.  Funny thing is, we write our songs on a 5 string guitar tuned to open G!  (same as a lot of early Stones songs)

FM: What kind of advice would you give to other women who are thinking about playing guitar?

Share: When girls say to me that they are 'thinking' about playing guitar. Thinking about it??????  I give them a stare.  I didn't choose this.  It chose me.  It is a curse a lot of days.

FM: It’s funny that you say that music is a curse at times & that it chose you, I feel that way too. I know for me, I would never trade it; do you feel the same?

Share: I've been playing music since I was four years old and have been playing gigs for folks since I was fifteen! The moments where I feel blessed are the moments that keep me going.  I hold on to them like little gems found at the bottom of the ocean.  Playing our first shows as Bubble in Japan and opening my eyes to see the packed audience singing along and IN TEARS....that was a moment I will always remember.   When a fan writes to us and says one of our songs changed their lives....that's a moment!  But really, every time I get up onstage is an opportunity, a chance to feel alive.  Every single gig is one giant

Moment for me. Rock n roll isn't something you do because you want to.  It's what you do because you HAVE to!

Bubble is going to be Channel Four in Britain in early December on a special titled, "Ear Candy".  The piece will be showcasing 3 or 4 bands from Los Angeles who are part of the exploding rock scene.

Bubble is currently in the studio finishing off their third album which Share says will prove to be Bubble’s most focused, heaviest cd yet.  Aiming for an early 2004 release, most likely on their own label, Basement Boy Records. That is, unless someone else comes forward with an offer they can't refuse!

Well, with all of the successes involving Bubble, including recently winning the John Lennon song writing contest, getting three of their songs married to major movie soundtracks, and of course – the Best Female Guitarist award this month, I’m sure the offers will be coming in very soon.

Oh, and for the record… SHARE ROSS = another example of GIRLS THAT ROCK!!!

FRANKI MATTSON

www.coolgrrrls.com
THE TRAUMATICS

I’ve yet to hear this band as they’ve just started and they seemed cool enough on various message boards I thought I’d give them some exposure.

Here’s what they had to say:

UNFORTUNATLY, TOM WAS UNAVAILBLE TO TAKE PART IN THE INTERVIEW.

Firstly The Traumatics are a new band so for our readers who's who and who plays what?

We are Traumatics, At present we are: Ami Vocals and Guitar, Emma Guitar, Tom on Bass and Vocals, Drummer being looked for under many stones!

From the Tuuli board I noticed you have an album planned so have you a label backing you?

A: We wish!!! At the moment our project is self funded although hopefully we will be able to get some labels interested as soon as we have finished the album.

And can you share the lyrical/musical content of the forthcoming album?

NO HA! only joking! umm, We are going for quite a variety on it, from Pop-Punk to Acoustic Rock. I think I can speak for all of us when I say that Punk-Rock is at the base of all our hearts. We have all grown up listening to a variety of music, and to say we are only going to do one type of music is narrow minded and unfair as we feel some sort of obligation to pay tribute to all our idols whatever kind of stuff they played.
How come you came up with the name The Traumatics?

E:  My Mother!!! When I first started playing guitar, I took it round to my mum's to show off, playing a sample from The Distillers album, and my mum commented that it was 'a bit too traumatic' for her liking, bearing in mind she used to listen to Capital Gold, its not surprising!!!

A: But also a lot of the issues I want to deal with in our songs I feel are traumatic. I don't want us to be one of those annoying " I'm happy, Lets dance" kind of groups, Don't get me wrong, I don’t want to make people slit their wrists but I don’t want to write a happy song just because that’s what people want to hear.

E:  And that’s not to say that we haven't written happy songs, they just deal with real and raw issues that we have to cope with in our lives.

So what inspired the band to form and what are your influences?

A:  I have always wanted to be in a band, ever since I was young. I have grown up listening to Rock and Punk bands (thanks dad!) and always believed that that was what I wanted to do.  My influences would mainly be bands like Hole, Guns and Roses, Bad Religion and The Misfits.

E: I always wanted to be a Pop Star when I was a kid, and stand in front of the mirror for hours, singing my brother into an asylum! I cant sing to save my life, so naturally a band is the best thing to do! I can take some of the glory without having to scare people with my alley cat impressions!  I have lots of influences that I draw from, ranging from Status Quo, the Beatles and Cher, to The Distillers, Tuuli, No Doubt and Sixpence none the Richer..... yada yada!
I presume with the album being recorded you'll be taking up some heavy touring to promote it?

A: Of Course! That’s what we are looking forward to most of all! At the moment though, we want to concentrate on both getting the Album completed and finding the all  important drummer. Until then, the three of us will keep on trying to get our band into a serious tight-ass unit so as we can blow the socks off everyone when we start touring.

E: That’s right, there is no point in gigging with a poxy drum machine! it just doesn’t work! If we can get things together in that "tight-ass-unit" then we will be able to give our fans what they deserve. The last thing we want to do is drag them out and disappoint them!

So what shows have you played so far and what are your happiest memories from them?

E: So Far, we have been stuck with family party’s because of the lack of funding ie, No decent equipment until recently, and lack of drummeridge! A Family wedding was the best we have done so far. This allowed us to increase our fanbase as there was a lot of friends and family there who knew we were a band but didn’t realise we could actually play instruments and sing at the same time, whilst drinking all the champers!

You suffer from what many bands will always do and that is trying to find a decent and reliable drummer - any luck yet?

Nope, but if any of your readers are interested, would you pass on their details? ill slip you a fiver!
With models stripping for PETA will we ever see The Traumatics stripping for Rock N Roll?

A:  Why the hell not, I'd strip for just the rock, and I might even roll!

E:  I would, but it would be way tooooo scary for people to deal with! I'd say nah then pass them Ami's number.

Name me 5 bands you would like to play with and why?

E:  The Distillers, because I think Brody is fit and I like her 'no-shit' attitude.

Busted, to show them how its really done and have a girl kick their asses!

Veruca Salt, because I think Louise is a good guitarist and there music has helped me in many ways.
Bon Jovi because I want to know what’s its like to have hundreds of thousands of people singing right back at you and finally Tuuli because they always seem so happy!!

A:  it would have to be, Hole if they ever got back together because Courtney love is one of my hero's, I just love the way she writes and to do a duet with her on Best Sunday Dress is my dream.

Aerosmith, because they are one of my all time favourite bands and it would be amazing to be able to perform on stage with such a presence as Steve Tyler.

Nina Gordon, again one of my Idols, purely and simply for the fact that if I could steal anyone’s songs, they would be hers.

Bad Religion, because when I have been playing for as long as they have, I hope to still have the same energy and enthusiasm that they do. I think that they are a real inspiration to bands that don't just want to be a one hit wonder and play music through their lives.

The Donnas. Just imagine the fun you would have! ;o)

So what you lot doing over the Xmas Season - Is it a time to get wasted and eat too much or go to church and sing carols?

E:  Duh! Getting wasted of course! Its shaping up to be a Christmas with friends and breaking with the traditional family Christmas at last, however don’t be surprised if you catch us singing along to carols on the acoustic guitar in the living room!

A:  Definitely a time to have way too much to drink, to fall over and make a fool of yourself. I think that’s what I'll be doing!

I've been with many female bands on tour and their pass times have been flashing their tits at motorists so will The Traumatics be carrying on with that shameful behaviour on the road and see how many motorists the can distract?
E:  To be fair, I think I'll be the designated driver, so it would be difficult for me to moon out the window, whilst changing gear on the motorway!

A: although I could pull her pants down for her!!!

E: I don’t think so! You would have to get passed my chastity belt first love!!!

A: That’s Ok, I have key cutting contacts!

Anything you'd like to add?

Only the request of the link once its up on the net, if that’s ok with you sweetie!

Thanks to the Traumatics who can be contacted through:

www.traumatics.moonfruit.com
The Itchy Tits All Girl Punk Show!
I first came across this band surfing the net and after checking their site just had to interview them as they come across as really fun people. So here you go here's what Sara from the Itchy Tits had to say.
Ok lets start with who came up with the band name and who plays what?
The name actually gave birth to the band, through the warped mind and mouth of our original drummer (Lady K, who is a most fantastic soul singer... you'll be hearing about her on a national scale soon...). 'The Itchy Tits All Girl Punk Show' was a random scribbling of hers, sqeezed out from a misfunctioning braincell during the course of a tedious music theory lesson at college where we all studied together. (Ok maybe studied is a bit of an over exaggeration..!) A few drinks later concluded that this ridiculous name should be put in action so through drawing lots about who should play what, our pisstake band was formed and people seem to have warmed to our ridiculousness in positive ways.
We've had a few line up changes since forming in Feb '02 (we've had 8 members past and present in total) but our current and final group is; Lizzi Loud on vocals, coz she's got a big mouth and ginger pubes. Randy with erecto her guitar and foot job, her dirty distortion pedal; Slap-Ass Sara on bass, defying the stereo typical long armed gorilla like image of bassists and the supremely Sexy Bitch who is just a great drummer (with great breasts)!
So who do you sound like? I presume from your site you have a CD available so where can people buy it from as there's no details on the site(well none I could find)?
We think we sound amazing. Some people agree, some think we're alright, others would rather listen to the sound their cat makes when you tread on its tail. Frank Zappa meets Sex Pistols meets Skunk Anansie meets any silly bugger who picks up an instrument they can't play very well but has the balls (or tits) to get up and have the front to not give a monkeys what anyone thinks and enjoy their gig and themselves!
For a small band you've played The Garage and The GuilFest - What was it like playing somewhere so big?
We've been pretty lucky to play these gigs. It was just coz we have a funny name that makes people laugh... and a bit curious too. We filmed at the garage in June for the Channel 4 programme 'Faking It' which should be airing when the new seris is on. Exciting.
Judging by your lyrics you obviously have sense of humour so what mean tricks do you play on each other? Any good ones that are memorable?
We all live together so there's always mayhem... memorable is questionable... Randy eats maggots and has a tendancy to wipe bogeys on Slap-Ass.  Slap-Ass pretends she's Jesus (and pokes fun at Christians and vegitables). Liz is noisey but that's not her fault. And our little Sexy Bitch is rather small and has naughty eyes. Generally lots of nakedness. We do take the piss out of Liz when she sings really high. Liz once hid someone's car.

So how come you only play around Guilford and London? Are there any plans to play other areas?
We only have pennies to play with and gigs don't pay too well at the mo, but if anyone's up for covering our expenses and decadent lifestyles then we'll play anywhere. We do have a gig in our bathroom coming up soon. Invite and standing room only.
Do any of you play in other bands, do a fanzine or put on shows?
We're pretty much one band women at the moment, but we do all have our little side projects in our egg baskets. Though you may have the pleasure of seeing Slap-Ass sing cover songs with her mum at a social club or pub in Essex. We do have a few features and contribute articles to 'Spill' Guildford's new music magazine.
What's a typical night for you lot and who is the hardcore drinker within the band?

Kate's our little light weight, so it's quite funny getting her wrecked! The rest of us take it in turns to be hardcore. When we have our close friends with us, eating, making inane noises in vast amounts and cheesey dancing (when Slap-ass has her way) is somewhere in the mix of enjoyable chaos. Liz thinks she's "The Most Hardcore!!!" (We think she's just got ginger pubes...). She thinks we're just jealous!
Girls playing Punk Rock N Roll, running labels and putting on shows is a big thing in the USA but over here it's still a scene which is male dominated why do you think this is?
If you say you're a female musician people automatically assume that you're a Britteny wannabe. There's a big stigma attached to girls doing rock, probably coz not many girls can pull it off too well to be honest. Girls tend to use sex to lure in a sleazy male audience who aren't really there for the music and so never really earn the respect that the british give to great male rock acts. It's a clear advantage for any truely good female bands as it means there's a huge niche in the market for them to succeed in.
So what shows have you got coming up over the Xmas and New year? Any plans of a full release by the Itchy Tits?
We've been pretty low key lately just working on our song writng, new web-site(www.itchytits.com), sorting out interviews with potential managers and producers for recording a five track e.p. demo with the purposse of getting a good record deal. Not very rock n' roll  but neccessary for the future welfare of mankind... and then who knows what rabbits will be coming out of our hats?
Anything you'd like to add?
A poem is the order of the day...
"Tartatarta!" - Segments of Life according to Tittie Logic.
'If sprouts were monkeys we'd all be doomed
The smell would rot the world of decent food
Cos sprouts contain a lot of gas
And monkey has a stinky ass
Then we'd all be really thin
And have to go eat out of bins!'
Well thats what I think anyway!!!!!! - [image: image7]
Thanks to Sara for the interview - Keep on drinking girl and I'll be around for tea one Sunday(
www.itchytits.co.uk
ROSCO

Rosco were my fave band in 2003 and they’re cool as fuck people and here’s what  Erica Nicholls(Vocals) had to say.

Rosco had a new bass player in the summer so has this added a breath of fresh air and has the new bassist brought something new to the band?
His name's Jay and he's just gorgeous!  We were sad to see Doug go but his heart wasn't really in it so it was the right thing for us all.  Jay brings a new dimension to things and he's got a great ass!

How did America go for you. What the crowds like and how did they differ to the UK audience ands what other press did you get apart from the stuff written by Liz Ortega?
Gig goers in New York are kind of cool and don't seem to respond too much, although we had a great gig at CBGB's.  LA was a totally different story - we met a lot of great people who came to all of our shows.  We can't wait to get back out there in 2004.  We got a great response from the media too, with a top live review in Music Connections, and features in Kerrang, Destroy All and one or two others.  We did some radio too, but I was a bit drunk and jet-lagged so I can't remember the station names.  London thinks that it's the epitomie of music cool, but America rocks a lot harder let me tell you!
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You've recently been in the studio recording your debut album. How did this go and can you tell our readers a little about the lyrical and musical content?
It was a great session.  We recorded at Sawmill's in Cornwall under the watchful eye of Mark Thomas (Muse, Supergrass, One Minute Silence).  George got fat and we played too much pool, but apart from that we're really pleased with the album.  It's a mixture of our signature guitar pop and some dirtier, grittier sounds.  We experimented and it seems to have paid off.  We'll be recording a video over the next few weeks and putting out an enhanced CD sometime early in the new year.

What has been the feeback from the labels you were telling me about who wanted to license the album?
It's been really good so far.  We're just mulling over a couple of options, but I don't want to say too much right now - might jinx the deal, know what I mean?

So how did you rate 2003 as a year for Rosco and what are your plans for 2004?
2003 was a good year.  We met a lot of cool, gorgeous people and achieved a lot, but we need to keep working hard.  We'll be touring a lot more in 2004 and getting the product out and about.  We want to write more too, and record again and OH GOD - EVERYTHING!

Erica you've been a bit of a TV celebrity with an appearance on The Salon and an appearance on Children in Need? Have any other shows coming up you might like to plug?
Men and Motors!

You've been labelled as the 21st Century Debbie Harry by a few people so how does it feel to be compared to being as good as one as the best Vocalists to ever walk this planet?
Not too shabby I can tell ya!  There have been a lot of wannabe Debbies over the years, but I must admit that I find it hard to see the comparisons between her and myself.  That said though, we're both pretty keen on shoes.  It's a huge compliment, I've always loved Blondie - just don't expect me to go blonde- bleach plays havoc with yer barnet!

Personally I think Rosco are the best band in the world and the best band I'd seen live since I saw an early Levellers and what you do is pretty much a breath of fresh air so does it piss you off at times you aren't signed to a label and touring?
Massively!  We're not arsed about selling out at all!  People will probably slag us off, but we've put thousands of pounds into Rosco, toured and toured and worked our butts off, so it would be nice for someone else to take over the financial reins for a while so we can just focus on playing live and recording.  we want to get revoltingly fat and rich!  There are a few things in the pipeline at the moment which might make life a bit easier and I have to say that after nearly 4 years of hard graft, it's been a long time coming.  That said, we'll keep going for as long as it feels right, regardless of the music industry.  Best band in the world!?  Well thank you, but that we're sure that there are plenty of other bands who are far more deserving of that title.  We recently met a band called Mohair who are awesome - they're going to be HUGE, HUGE I say!  Then there's Rocket Science - they're amazing and I'm going to marry Kit (the drummer)!

So what you guys doing over Xmas? Are you all out scoffing and pouring as much drink down your necks or are you all partial to bit a bit of Church going and singing Xmas Carols with all the Grannies?
We're all working in a Crisis Centre in Hertfordshire this year, making life a little sweeter for less fortunate people - if only for one day.  Then we'll be drinking our body weight in wine until January 29th when we're poking off to the bonny, bonny banks of Loch Lomond to write and relax for an entire week.  Bliss - bring on the whiskey!

Anything you'd like add?
Errr, how about "Merry Christmas!"

www.roscomusic.com
Black Velvet Zine Issue 38 Still Available

36 Glossy Pages, full colour cover.

Interviews with The All-American Rejects, Alkaline Trio, The Early November, Alien Ant Farm and My Ruin. Reviews of Thursday, HIM, Wheatus, Josh Todd, Kory Clarke's Warrior Soul, Matchbox Twenty, Bon Jovi. Heaps of album, single, demo, DVD & zine reviews. And more! Back Page Babe is AFI's Davey Havok.

Send £1.80 & SAE or £2.50 total (we'll supply the SAE) to: Black Velvet, 336 Birchfield Rd, Webheath, Redditch. B97 4NG England. Or paypal payment to shari@blackvelvetmagazine.com
Alternatively order online from (UK) www.changesone.co.uk, (USA) www.atomicbooks.com or (Australia) www.waterfrontrecords.com)

Visit www.blackvelvetmagazine.com for more info. Check out the back issues page for Black Velvet's new three for the price of two deal.

REVIEWS
Abrasive Wheels – 1981-1982: this band brought back some great memories for me. Great 80’s Punk Rock from their Riot City days and a welcome re-release at that. 22 tracks and sleeve notes written by Shane Baldwin makes this one a CD to pick up to hear why so many people loved them. (Anagram Records)

The Bronx – La Muerte Viva – This band are currently on tour with The Distillers and being as I’d never heard anything by them I picked up their CD. Nothing special really just bland American Hardcore which has been done better by a million bands before them. (White Drugs)

Careless – Promo CD – I saw this band the other night and they rocked. They had everything that is missing in British Rock ‘N’ Roll. If these guys come to your town go and see them or failing that pick up this CD. (Sonix Music Management)

Dina – Work The Switch – When I first put this CD on I automatically thought of Leather Face meets The Senseless Things with a tad of Fugazi thrown in. It’s a great release and I can’t wait to see this band live as there’s not one filler on this album. Give Andy Higgins his due he certainly knows a good band when he sees one. (Just Say No To Government Music)

Dropkick Murphys – Black Out – Yet another great album from The Drop Kicks and since I’ve picked it up along with NOFXs album hasn’t been off the CD player. If you haven’t heard this band yet you’ve certainly missed out. I love them. American Rock N Roll at its best. (Hellcat Records)

God Guns and Ulster – A History Of Loyalist Paramilitaries – A well written and researched book with some excellent photos to boot. Anyone interested in Ulster will enjoy this book. (Ian S Wood – ISBN 1-84067-536-5)

The Heartaches – Lunacy & Devastation – Never heard of this band before and the cover looked pretty Rock ‘N’ Roll so I picked it up and I’m so fucking happy I did. This is yet another band from America who are showing why they have the best scene. Good hard melodic Punk Rock. But it now! (I Used To Fuck People Like You In Prison Records)

NOFX – The War On Terrorism – NOFX get political at last and what an album to get political with. All the humour is there, the tunes are there and the lyrics are spot on. Its everything that is missing from so many Rock ‘N’ Roll bands these days. (Fat Wreck Chord Records)

DEAD PETS – LIVE MARGATE LIDO – 12/12/03
Michelle and I left the house and off we trotted down the Lido. Pay our way in then off to the bar where we saw Tobs and had a drink. After chatting to Alex and supping a fair wack of booze the first band Careless came on. Great Melodic Punk Rock N Roll though their set fell short because they turned up very late. Great band well worth checking out.

Next up and final band were Ska Punk band The Dead Pets from up North. From the second they went on stage to the second they left they entertained us with some excellent music and a fair bit of entertainment to boot.

I even had a boogie and at the end of the show they all headed back to the house where many drinks were supped and we played loud music right into the early hours.

How the neighbours must love us, haha!

Cheers To Alex for putting on the show.
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Merry Xmas to everyone who has supported Street Voice especially the one and only Anne Maria Bibby.

In 2004 lets see an end to all War and Famine, an end to violence & abuse against Women, Children and Animals and lets see more of you going veggie.

We can only do this by co-operating and communicating.

Street Voice will be back in 2004 and kicking ass.

Have a great Xmas and New Year and see you all in 2004.

All The Best

Steve DIY

xx

